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Forestry and Forest-Based Industry: Advancing Regional
Bioeconomy Transitions

27 April 2026, 1T1am - 12:30pm

This webinar explores how forestry and forest-based industries can drive
regional bioeconomy transitions across Europe. Experts will share
practical experiences on innovation, biomass management, value chain
coordination, and governance approaches, followed by an interactive
discussion on addressing economic, environmental, and strategic
challenges in the forest sector.

Learn more and register
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Policy Brief
BIOZ2REG Funding the regional
bioeconomy transition

Policy brief:

Funding the regional This policy brief answers the question
bioeconomy transition of many regional actors who drive the
e e —— regional bioeconomy transition on the
ground: How can regions make
effective use of regional, national, EU
and private funding to advance their
bioeconomy transition?

Download the brief

Spotlight on emerging bioeconomy model region:
Iceland

Source: Kerecis

Iceland has long depended on the sea. Fisheries have historically, and
still do, supply wild-caught cod and other species, but are now
complemented by a steadily growing aquaculture sector. For years,
most of this marine material was exported raw. Today, powered by
Iceland's abundance of geothermal and hydro energy, these resources


https://r.m.bio2reg.eu/mk/cl/f/_24zOfGfado_0HW5FARuzLP1onezK42oqYLzGq0gDpXkwIqc9lXrW4KOFE1Ki7VaJjJ-ax6PrYC6MnZWG0ipCa0tgRZ9wOzFXP0AExPzhnS14hE6hl8tcn9xCAgk3iaxR9wzTeUQcUsLj70eU9aLbOFZq2G5tT0p3qrYdbqlx7BaD5tjrsyrTXhdrdsT4Qjj1gLlpJxqQi5EfW5QXZAq3fT48hJS-vDUfrD3IzKmPLse19oy631rWcm7WM2lzfg

are used in far more inventive ways, creating more value from less raw
material. In the medical field, companies like Kerecis transform fish
skin into innovative wound treatments. Additionally, by-products are
refined into supplements and cosmetics (e.g. collagen) and omega-3
oils.

Still, the sector faces real pressure. Climate change is reshaping
marine ecosystems, wild fish stocks are on the move, and international
quotas limit how much can be caught. Aquaculture must contend with
waste management issues, high energy demands, and ongoing
concerns about animal welfare. These issues will likely be solved in the
coming years, as the sector is growing rapidly, both land-based and
sea-based.

Beyond fish, the ocean offers another resource: macroalgae. Species
such as Ascophyllum nodosum and Laminaria digitata thrive in
Iceland’s coastal waters, and companies are finding new ways to
harness them. Thorverk produces seaweed meal using geothermal
drying, while Algalif and Taramar extract bioactive compounds for
health products, cosmetics, and anti-inflammatory applications.

The strong innovative drive is reflected in the research landscape.
Matis drives practical solutions through projects like Flavour-B-Rich,
which boosts spirulina by-product value into nutrient-rich flavour
ingredients, or NextGenProteins, which set out to transform biomass
into next generation proteins with the aim to strengthen food security,
sustainability and self-sufficiency of EU protein production.

There are other bioeconomy projects, such as Terraforming LIFE, which
focuses on converting fish sludge and manure into biogas and
fertiliser. Hubs like the University of Iceland Science Park and Reykjavik
Science City public-private partnership bring together companies,
researchers, and policymakers to accelerate progress.

While Iceland does not yet have a dedicated national bioeconomy
strategy, it plays a leading role in Nordic policy initiatives through
Nordic Co-operation via the Nordic Council of Ministers.

Exclusive for Network members



Webinar recordings

Missed one of the recent sessions in
our network webinar series? The
recordings are now available for you to
watch at any time - for network
members only. You can now access
both webinars and revisit the key
insights and discussions.

BIO2REG Network: Webinar series
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Multi-actor collaboration in regional
bioeconomy initiatives

Introduction to Multi-Criteria
Assessment Approach

Upcoming events

14 May Online/Lithuania

5th International Scientific Conference “Sustainable
Bioeconomy Development 2026: Theory and Practice”

19 May-22 May The Hague, Netherlands

European Biomass Conference and Exhibition — EUBCE 2026

27 May Brussels, Belgium

Co-Creating Policy Recommendations for a Rural Bioeconomy

View the event calendar
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